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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – 7 APRIL 2009

SCHEDULE OF BUSINESS

	AGENDA

ITEM
	PAGE

NO.
	MAXIMUM DURATION
	APPROX START TIME

TIME LIMIT PER DEBATE
	SUBJECT
	PROPOSALS

(M = Motion; SEC = Seconder;
Am = Amendment

S = Statement; Q = Question;

REC = Recommendation to be determined)

	
1
	
1
	 20 mins
	10:00


	Minutes

Minutes of the meeting on 10 February 2009 (CC1)
(a) for accuracy;

(b) to receive for information any matters arising on them


	

	2
	1
	
	
	Apologies for Absence


	Brighouse

R. Smith
V. Smith

	3
	1
	
	
	Declarations of Interest


	Godden - Item 10(a), para. 14

Chair of Oxfordshire Mental Health Trust

	4


	2
	
	
	Official Communications

The Chairman of the Council will report as follows:

(a) High Sheriff’s Award

Explosives and Petroleum Officer Richard Rockall in Trading Standards has been honoured by the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire.

Mr. Rockall led the fight against antisocial behaviour during the firework season and set up a groundbreaking task force with police, district councils and the county council's Fire and Rescue Service to clamp down on illegal and antisocial activity during October and November last year.

(b) June Cabinet meeting

The date of the first Cabinet meeting after the election has been brought forward from 30 June to 23 June 2009.


	

	5
	2
	
	
	Appointments
	

	6
	2
	
	
	Petitions and Public Address

Petition

Mr. M.C. Haines to present a petition on requesting that the Headington Subway is kept.

Mr. John Scully of 13 Coleridge Close, Cowley on behalf of 64 residents of St Lukes Road and Coleridge Close who are concerned that during the daytime, car drivers are parking on double yellow lines and other inappropriate places on these two roads.

Address

Item 14 - Parish Councillor Gwendolen Birks, Wheatley PC


	

	7
	2
	
	
	Questions with Notice from Members of the Public


	See Annex 1 for the questions and answers

	8
	2
	5 mins
	10:20
	Interim Arrangements for taking Emergency Decisions immediately following the County Council Elections
	(M) Chairman

SEC Vice-Chairman



	RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CABINET

	9
	3
	10 mins
	10:25
	Financial Monitoring
	REC

(M) Shouler
SEC Robertson

S Cartledge

S Armitage



	10(a)
	3
	45 mins
	10:35
	Report of the Cabinet (items which do not have recommendations to Council)

	
	
	
	
	Leader of the Council

1 –  Appointment to South East England Councils (SEEC)
	Q Joslin

	
	
	
	
	2 – Scrutiny Review of Local Economy of Market Towns
	Q Legge
Q Joslin



	
	
	
	
	3 – Review of Partnerships Governance Arrangements 
	

	
	
	
	
	4 – Local Area Agreement ‘Refresh’ & Resource Planning Report for 2009/10-2013/14
	

	
	
	
	
	Deputy Leader

5 – Opportunities in the Council
	Q Harris

	
	
	
	
	6 – Performance Management: Q3 Progress report 
	Q Patrick
Q Johnston



	
	
	
	
	7 – Establishment Review 
	Q Johnston
Q Harris



	
	
	
	
	Finance

8 – Financial Monitoring 
	Q Armitage
Q Dhesi



	
	
	
	
	9 – Redbridge Hollow – Fly-Tip Material Removal 
	Q Johnston
Q Harris


	
	
	
	
	10 – Review of Facilities Management 
	

	
	
	
	
	Schools Improvement

11 – Oxford Academy (Final Business Case and Detailed Project Approval)
	Q J. Sanders

	
	
	
	
	Social & Community Services
12 – Annual Report by CSCI on Adult Social Services – Adult Social Care Star Rating
	Q Bones
Q Gatehouse

	
	
	
	
	13 – The Demographic Challenge in Oxfordshire – Scrutiny Review
	Q Patrick
Q L. Sanders

	
	
	
	
	14 – Section 75 National Health Service Act 2006 – Partnership Agreement – The Expansion of the Commissioning Pooled budget for Mental Health Services for Adults of Working Age in Oxfordshire
	

	
	
	
	
	Sustainable Development

15 – Eco-Towns: Response to draft Planning Policy Statement and Sustainability Appraisal and Progress Report on eco-town proposal at Weston-Otmoor and North west Bicester
	Q Joslin



	
	
	
	
	Community Safety

16 – Fire Authority IRMP Final Action Plan 2009/10
	Q Cartledge


	
	
	
	
	17 – Scrutiny Review – Debt and Money Advice
	Q Hannaby
Q L. Sanders



	
	
	
	
	Transport
18 – Didcot Parkway Station Interchange Scheme
	Q Harris
Q Joslin



	
	
	
	
	19 – Reading Area Transport Innovation Fund Bid
	Q Johnston


	
	
	
	
	20 – Cycle Hire Scheme
	

	
	
	
	
	21 – Capital and Revenue Transport works Programmes
	

	10(b)
	3
	25 Mins
	11:20
	Report on Partnership Working in Oxfordshire

	Q Patrick – p.3

Q. Wise – p. 3

Q. Harris – 3

Q Fooks – p. 5

Q Armitage – p. 12

Q. Patrick – pp. 14/15

Q Bryden – p.15

Q. Armitage – p. 18



	11
	3
	10 Mins
	11:45
	Annual Report of the Audit Committee
	(M) Cllr Wilmshurst

SEC Cllr Jelf



	12


	3
	30 mins
	11:55

	Questions with Notice from Members of the Council

(1) Simmons to Hudspeth

(2) Simmons to Belson

(3) Simmons to Hudspeth

(4) Simmons to Belson

(5) Simmons to Belson

(6) McIntosh-Stedman to Couchman

(7) McIntosh-Stedman to Heathcoat

(8) McIntosh-Stedman to Chapman

(9) McIntosh-Stedman to Waine

(10) McIntosh-Stedman to Mitchell

(11) Roaf to Hudspeth

(12) Patrick to Robertson

(13) Patrick to Mitchell

(14) R. Smith to Hudspeth

(15) Bones to Hudspeth

(16) Mathew to Mitchell

(17) Mathew to Hudspeth

(18) Handley to Hudspeth

(19) Mathew to Belson

(20) Hallchurch to Hudspeth

(21) Mathew to Hudspeth

(22) Brown to Hudspeth

(23) Carter to Waine

(24) Fitzgerald-O’Connor to Shouler

(25) Mathew to Mitchell

(26) Service to Hudspeth

(27) Service to Mitchell

(28) Hayward to Mitchell

(29) Brown to Belson

(30) Altaf-Khan to Hudspeth

(31) Patrick to Hudspeth

(32) Armitage to Robertson

(33) Armitage to Waine

(34) Fooks to Robertson

(35) J Sanders to Hudspeth

(36) Gatehouse to Couchman

(37) Gatehouse to Couchman

(38) Patrick to Mitchell

(39) Fooks to Mitchell


	See Annex 3 for questions and answers



	13


	4


	25 mins


	12:25
	Motion from Councillor Patrick

Smart Meters


	(M) Patrick

SEC Hannaby

S Couchman
S Mitchell

Am Harris (Annex 2)

SEC



	LUNCH (12:50-13:50)


	14
	4
	20 mins


	13:50
	Motion from Councillor Roaf

Noisy Roads
	(M) Roaf

SEC Bryden

S Hudspeth
S Fooks
S Joslin

S Harris

Am Harris (Annex 2)

SEC



	15
	4
	 15 mins
	14:10
	Motion from Councillor Joslin

Litter
	(M) Joslin

SEC Harris
S Belson
S Hayward

S Johnston



	16
	5
	 30 mins


	14:25
	Motion from Councillor Armitage

Supermarket Packaging 
	(M) Armitage

SEC Hannaby
S Belson

S Viney 

Am Harvey (Annex 2)

SEC Hayward
Am Harris (Annex 2)

SEC 



	17
	5
	30 mins


	14:55
	Motion from Councillor Fooks

Transform Oxford – Bus Services


	(M) Fooks

SEC Johnston
S Hudspeth

S Mitchell

S Patrick

Am Brown (Annex 2)

SEC Carter
Am J. Sanders (Annex 2)

SEC Joslin



	18
	5
	 20 mins


	15:25
	Motion from Councillor Legge

Working Time Directive - Firefighters
	(M) Legge

SEC 

S Viney
S Heathcoat

S Seale

S Harris

S L. Sanders

S Cartledge

Am Skolar

SEC Legge



	19
	6
	20 mins
	15:45
	Motion from Councillor Skolar

Working Time Directive - Firefighters
	(M) Skolar

SEC Nimmo- Smith

S Viney

S Heathcoat

S Seale

S Harris

S L. Sanders

S Cartledge




	20
	6
	20 mins


	16:05
	Motion from Councillor Carter

Government Funding
	(M) Carter

SEC Mathew

S Shouler
S Patrick

S Harris

Am Carter (Annex 2)
SEC Service
Am Gatehouse (Annex 2)

SEC 


	21
	6
	20 mins


	16:25
	Motion from Councillor Mathew

New River Crossings
	(M) Mathew

SEC Hayward

S Harvey

S Waine

S Nimmo- Smith
S Harris

Am Mathew (Annex 2)

SEC Hayward
Am Roaf (Annex 2)

SEC 


	22
	7
	20 mins


	16:45
	Motion from Councillor Skolar

E-Cigarettes
	(M) Skolar

SEC Carter

S Heathcoat



	23
	7
	20 mins


	17:05
	Motion from Councillor John Sanders

Transform Oxford – Delay start
	(M) J Sanders

SEC Gatehouse

S Hudspeth

S Mitchell

S Fooks

S Joslin

Am Armitage

SEC 




ANNEX 1

QUESTION FROM MR ROBIN DRAPER TO COUNCILLOR ROGER BELSON

(WRG SUT/APF/616 60CM Incinerator Hazardous Waste at Sutton Courtenay)

"  In view of the recent Environmental Data Service report that testing of bottom ash from incinerators has shown that up to 40% may have to be classed as hazardous due to excessive levels of lead and zinc oxide contamination, and the statement from the Environment Agency’s Dr. Martin Bigg that if there is significant doubt over what compounds are present then (bottom) ash would have to be classed as hazardous, will the County Council be undertaking further public consultation on the planning issues arising from a potential stream of 120,000 tonnes p a. of hazardous waste and specifically advise on:
a)      The pre sorting method for eliminating these metals from the waste.

b)      The transportation of hazardous waste, if off site disposal of this quantity arises

c)      The inadequate design in the Sutton Courtenay site proposal to take this quantity of hazardous waste, because of insufficient internal storage and insufficient hazardous waste pit area. "

ANSWER FROM COUNCILLOR ROGER BELSON
“Thank you for bringing this issue to the attention of the County Council.
 

As planning authority we need to consider the development before us in the context of the present planning regime and environmental controls.
It appears to me from the article that there is no certainty about the outcome of the debate at this stage and no reason to assume that the outcome of the debate will be a change in the controls.  Because of this, I do not think it appropriate to extend the consultation period in relation to the Sutton Courtenay application.  As waste planning authority, we have to work within the statutory framework that applies at the time, rather than a speculative view of what might happen at some unspecified point in the future."
 

ANNEX 2

AMENDMENTS 

Agenda Item 13 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Harris (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“Council recognises the importance of helping households to maintain lower fuel bills during this time of economic recession.  We therefore call upon the Cabinet to consider introducing smart meters for households as a positive mechanism to help reduce energy bills, reduce carbon emissions and help to tackle fuel poverty.
 
This could be done by introducing making them available at no cost in local libraries for residents on low incomes or on benefits so that residents can either buy them or hire them for use in their own homes.  This scheme was introduced at York City Council and proved to be very popular and we therefore hope this could be replicated in Oxfordshire.”
Agenda Item 14 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Harris (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

 “Council notes the high amount of traffic noise on some Oxfordshire’s roads, particularly on housing estates where the roads have not been upgraded for many years and are used as rat runs.  This has and the detrimental effects on the wellbeing to of those who live close to these heavily trafficked roads. Council therefore requests the Cabinet to consider taking steps with District/City partners to measure the noise from the more heavily used all Oxfordshire roads where residents have raised it as an issue, so that this information can be held and drawn upon when opportunities arise for taking action that might improve the situation.”
Agenda Item 16 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Harvey (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“Council notes with regret that a recent survey of supermarket packaging commissioned by the Local Government Association (LGA) indicates that the proportion of supermarket packaging which cannot be recycled has not reduced from the 40% level recorded two years previously. It further notes that such packaging contributes substantially to the £20.7 million which the council expects to have to pay on landfill taxes between 2008 and 2011.

Though initiatives have been taken by Oxfordshire's District Councils to reduce the use of non-recyclable shopping bags, it is not clear that these have substantially reduced the amount of non-recyclable waste generated in the county, and there is no specific action planned by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership to address the issue of supermarket waste.

Reduction of non-recyclable supermarket waste in Oxfordshire would not only reduce the cost to this council of landfill taxes, but also potentially reduce the capacity of any waste disposal facility required to deal with residual waste.

Council therefore asks the cabinet to initiate co-ordinated action with its partners in the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership to get supermarkets in the county to reduce the amount of packaging which cannot be recycled, and to support retail outlets such as farmers' markets which generate much less non-recyclable waste.”
 Council therefore calls upon the Government to introduce legislation to ensure that supermarkets reduce the amount of packaging that cannot be recycled. Council also calls upon the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership to support retail outlets such as farmers’ markets which generate much less non-recyclable waste.”
Agenda Item 16 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Harris (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

 “Council notes with regret that a recent survey of supermarket packaging commissioned by the Local Government Association (LGA) indicates that the proportion of supermarket packaging which cannot be recycled has not reduced from the 40% level recorded two years previously. It further notes that such packaging contributes substantially to the £20.7 million which the council expects to have to pay on landfill taxes between 2008 and 2011.
 
Though initiatives have been taken by Oxfordshire's District Councils to reduce the use of non-recyclable shopping bags, it is not clear that these have substantially reduced the amount of non-recyclable waste generated in the county, and there is no specific action planned by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership to address the issue of supermarket waste.
 
Reduction of non-recyclable supermarket waste in Oxfordshire would not only reduce the cost to this council of landfill taxes, but also potentially reduce the capacity of any waste disposal facility required to deal with residual waste.
 
Council therefore asks the cabinet to initiate co-ordinated action with its partners in the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership to get supermarkets in the county write to Oxfordshire MPs to ask them to bring this issue to the attention of the national supermarkets in order to reduce the amount of excessive packaging which is not biodegradable and cannot be recycled, and to support retail outlets such as farmers' markets which generate much less non-recyclable waste.”
Agenda Item 17 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Brown (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“Council welcomes the Transform Oxford project in principle. However, it notes that many bus users have expressed concerns about possible deleterious effects on their journeys into and out of the city centre. It is already inconvenient for people wishing to travel across the city, such as between Kidlington and Headington, who now have to walk some distance through the centre between bus stops. For residents of the county outside the city it is essential that travel to and from work and leisure in Oxford is as convenient as possible.
Council notes that the Local Transport Act 2008 gives new powers to bus operators and local authorities to coordinate timetables and ticketing through the mechanism of a Quality Partnership.
Council therefore requests the Cabinet to make use of this Act to retain and improve existing services into the centre and to reinstate cross-city services as soon as possible.”
Council therefore requests the Cabinet to make use of this Act and congratulates the Cabinet member for Transport on his efforts to re-introduce cross-city services in advance of the Act.”
Agenda Item 17 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor J. Sanders (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“Council welcomes the Transform Oxford project in principle. However, it notes that many bus users have expressed concerns about possible deleterious effects on their journeys into and out of the city centre. It is already inconvenient for people wishing to travel across the city, such as between Kidlington and Headington, who now have to walk some distance through the centre between bus stops. For residents of the county outside the city it is essential that travel to and from work and leisure in Oxford is as convenient as possible.
 
This Council notes that welcomes the Local Transport Act 2008 gives, which mitigates the excesses of deregulation by giving new powers to bus operators and local authorities to coordinate timetables and ticketing through the mechanism of a Quality Partnership.
 
Council therefore requests the Cabinet to make use of this Act to retain and improve existing services into the centre and to reinstate cross-city services as soon as possible.”
Agenda Item 18 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Skolar (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

 “Council notes with regret that the Government were not supported by all the Labour MEPs in the retention of UK’s opt-out of the EU Working Time Directive. 

The EU Directive limits working hours to 48 hours per week - and this includes the time firefighters spend on call. If the opt out goes, many Oxfordshire fire stations may potentially have to offer a reduced service or employ more full time firefighters with the increased cost involved.

The change could result in the loss of many retained firefighters in stations in Oxfordshire. Their working week would be limited to a total of 48 hours, including the time spent on fire duty.

For people, especially in rural areas, retained firefighters on call can mean the difference between life and death. Retained firefighters usually have full-time jobs outside the fire service. As a second job, they spend up to 120 hours per week "on call" - in their own homes or at their regular workplaces, but there if needed in emergencies. Whole time officers who undertake a 78 hour week which includes on-call operational cover will also be affected if the opt-out is removed.

Council therefore asks the cabinet to write to Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP, Secretary of State for Communities & Local Government, and Mr Sadiq Khan MP, Fire Minister, about the threat to Oxfordshire fire services and urge them to fight for the retention of the opt-out clause to enable our Fire Service to maintain its excellent record of effective and efficient service for the people of Oxfordshire.”
Agenda Item 20 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Carter (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“This Council congratulates the Cabinet Members and the officers of this Council for the improvements imposed achieved over the last four years in the efficiency and management of the Council and would like to thank those responsible for all their hard work. This Council would ask the Government to ensure that sufficient funding is available to honour the commitments it imposes on this Council and that it recompenses Council for the extra onera/duties it imposes and expects Oxfordshire County Council to carry out.”
Agenda Item 20 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Gatehouse (shown in italic type)

 “This Council congratulates the Cabinet Members and the officers of this Council for the improvements imposed over the last four years in the efficiency and management of the Council and would like to thank those responsible for all their hard work.  It also notes (a) that the Council lost its four star status because of inspectors’ concerns about child protection and educational achievement, (b) that Oxfordshire’s GCSE results are worse than they were in 2005 relative to the national average for the maintained sector and (c) that Oxfordshire was the eighth worst out of 150 councils in England in 2007/08 on delayed discharges from acute hospital beds.  This Council would ask the Government to ensure that sufficient funding is available to honour the commitments it imposes on this Council and that it recompenses Council for the extra onera/duties it imposes and expects Oxfordshire County Council to carry out.”
Agenda Item 21 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Mathew (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“That this Council proposes HM Government fund new River Crossings in Oxfordshire and a programme of bypasses and upgrading, and new river crossings of the A40 and the A34; this is urgently needed to prevent gridlock in the near future and will alleviate the present dramatic traffic levels on these main routes.”
Agenda Item 21 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Roaf (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“That this Council proposes HM Government fund new River Crossings in Oxfordshire and a programme of bypasses and upgrading of the A40 and the A34: this is transport infrastructure projects already identified in Oxfordshire, including road, rail and bus services as appropriate, which are urgently needed to prevent gridlock in the near future and will alleviate the present dramatic traffic levels on these main routes.”

Agenda Item 23 - – Amendment to be moved by Councillor Armitage (shown in italic type and by strikethrough)

“This Council asks the Cabinet, with a view to minimising disruption and saving taxpayers’ money, to delay the implementation of the ‘Transform Oxford’ scheme for 18 months in order to give in Queen Street until the bus companies have an opportunity to implement joint ticketing and timetabling.”
CC_JAN1309.SOB

CC_APR0709SOB

